ge", P, PR -- —_*+ 
» 6 _ L . - * "” -” " 4 ' : 
9.4 4 £3ee { 
pe & C : þ oo" £A2 2 f | # 
A -X Ko-bu ) Ni 
4 s +35 GY 


CHARGE 


Given by the moſt Emincnt and Learned 


Sir FRANCIS BACON Knight, 
| Late Lord Chancellor of Zxgland: 


At a Seſſions bolden for the VER GE, 


(Viz. Twelve Miles round the King s Manſion Houſe) 
in the Reign of the Late King F HMES. 


DECLARING 


The Latitude of the Juriſdiction thereof, 


and the Offences therein inquireable, as well by the 


Common Law, as by ſeveral Statutes herein 
particularly mentioned. 
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London, Printed for Robert Pawlett , at the Sign of the 
Bible in Chancery Zane near the Zemple. 1676, 
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Sir Francis Bacon's 


CHARGE 


At the SESSIONS of 
the VERGE. 


O U are to know and conſider 
.well, the Duty and Service to 
which you are called z and where- 
upon you are by your Oath char- 
ged. It is the happy eſtate ang 
11> 2:11. condition of the Subjet of this 
Realm of England;that he is not to be impeached 
in his Life, Lands, or Goods, by flying rumours 
and wandring fames and reports, or ſecret and 
priqvs Iaquificions 5 But by the Oath and Pre- 
entment, of . men of, . honeſt condition , in the 
faces of -. Juſtice; But this happy eſtate of the 
SabjeR , will turn to hurt and inconvenience , ., 
ig - thole 


(2) 
thoſe that hold that part which you are now to 
perform , ſhall be negligent and remils in doing 
their duty;for as of two evils it were better mens 
doings were looked into over ſtrialy and ſevere- 
ly,rhen that there ſhould be a notorious impunity 
of Malefa&tors ; as was well and wiſely (aid of 
ancient time, 4A man were better live where no- 
thing is lawful , then where all things are lawful : 
Thus theretore reſts in your care and conſcience , 
foraſmuch as at you Juſtice begins , and the Law 
- cannot parſue and chile offeggers th their deſer- 
ved Fall; exgept you firſt pur themop and dif 
cover them , whereby they may be brought to 
znſwer ; for your Verdi is concluding to con- 
demn, But xt is neceſſary to charge, and without 
it the Court cannot proceed to condemn. 
Confidering therefore that you are the Eye of 
Juſtice, ye ought to be fingle without partial af- 
teRion z watchiul, not aſleep, nor falſe aſleep , 
winking at Offenders, and ſharp fighted to pro- 
ceed with underſtnnding and diſcretion ; for in a 
word , if you ſhall not preſent unto the Court all 
ſuch offences , as ſhall appear unco you either by 
Evidence given in , or otherwiſe ( mark what I 
ſay ) of your own knowledge , which have been 
committed within the Verge , which i as it were 
the Limits of your Survey, but ſhall [mother and 
conceal any offence willingly , then the guiltinefs 
of others will cleave to your Conſciences, before 
God; and beſides , you are anſwerable im ſome 
degree to the King and his Law , for ſuch your 
default and Suppreſſion 3 and therefore = 
| 8 
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(3) 

ood repard unto ity youare to ſerve the Ki 
nod ot, you are to keep and obſerve _ 
Oath , you are to acquit your ſelves: Bur there 
is yet more cauſe why you ſhould take more efpe- 
cial regard to your Preſentments, then any ot 
grand Juries , within the Counties of this King- 
dome at large, for as it is a neerer degree and ap- 
proach nnto the King , which is the fountain of 
Juſtice andGovernmenr,to be the Kings Servant, 


then to be the Kings SubjeR : So this Commil-. 


fion ordained for the Kings Servants and Houſ- 
hold, ought in the execution of Juſtice to be ex- 
emplary unto other, places ; David ſaith ( who 
was a King ) The wicked man fhalt not abide in ” 
heafe ; as taking knowledge that it was impoſhble 
for Kings to Baniſh Wickednefle , by the exrer- 
ding of all their power and care , over all their 
Land or Empre ; yet at leaſt they ought to un- 
dertake to God for their Houſe. 

We ſee further that che Law doth fo eſteem 
the Dignity of the Kings ſetted Manfion- houſe, 
as it hath laid unto it a Plot of ewelve miles 
round , which we call the Verge, to be Subjet 
toa ſpecial exempted Juriſdition, dependivg ap- 
on his Perſon and great Officers ; this is as a halt 
_ , or Carper ſpread about the Kings Chair of 

ſtate > which therefore onght to be cleared and 
vaid more then.other places of che Kingdome ; 
for if offences ſhall be ſhrouded under the Kings 
Wings, what hope is there of Diſcipline and 
Juſtice in more remote parts 2 We ſee rhe Sus, 
when it is at the Brighteſt , there may be perhaps 
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(4) 
a Bank of Clouds in the ' North or Weſt, or 
- remote regions , but near his Body feiv or none 3 
for where the King cometh there ſhould come 
Peace, and Order, and an awe aad reverence in 
mens hearts. 
Articai And this juriſdition was in ancient time exe- 
ſuper Cb31- ented and fince by Statute ratified by the Lord 


IENEC , . . 
R 2 oy Steward , with great Ceremony in the narure of 


33-4.8.%, a peculiar Kings Bench, for the Yerge , for it 


_ was thoughta kind of Ecclipfing to tne Kings 


Honour, that where the King was, any Juſtice 
ſhould be ſought but immediately trom his own 
Officers : But in reſpe& that office was oft void , 
this Commiſhon hath ſucceeded , which change 
I do not diſlike , for though it hath leſs State, 
yet it hath more ſtrength Legally z Therefore 1 
ſay , you thatare a Jury of the Yerge, ſhould 
leave and give a Pattern unto others in the care 
and conſcience of your Preſentments, 

Concerning the particular points and Articles 
whereof you ſhal inquire] will help your memory 
and mine own with order ; neither will I lead you, 
or trouble my ſelf, with every Branch of ſeveral 
offences, but ſtand upon thoſe that are principal 
and moſt in-uſe: The offences whereof, that you 
are to preſent are of four Natures, 


I, The firſt , Such as concern God and his 
Church, 


2, The ſecond , Such as concern the King and 
Hs State. 


The 


; 
« 


(5) | 
. The Third,fach as concern the Kings peopie, ,, 
and are capital. 
The fourth, ſuch as concern the Kings People, ,, 
not Capital, 


The Service of Almighty God , upon whoſe G24 &me 
Bleſſing the Peace, Safety , and good eſtate of ; 
King and Kingdome doth depend , may be vio- 
lated , and God diſhonoured in three mannetrs 
by Profanation , by contempt , and by diviſion, 
or breach of Unity. 

Firſt, if any man hath depraved or abuſed in Profant- 
word or Deed the Bleſſed Sacrament, or diſturb- 7. 5.x, 
ed the Preacher or Congregation in the time of & r.E/x, 
Divine Service, or if any have maliciouſly ſtrick- 7.*: 7.7 
en with weapon, or drawn weaponin any Church c.,, 13, . 
or Church-yard, or if any Fair or Market have 7:5! 
been kept in any Church yard, theſe are Propha- 
nations within the purview of ſeveral Statutes , 
and thoſe you are to preſcnt, for Holy things , 
Actions, Times and Sacred places , are to be 
preferred in reverence and Divine reſpeR. 

For contempts of our Church and Service , 
they are comprehended in that known name, 
which too many ( if it plzaſed God) bear Re- 
cuſancy, which offence hath many Branches and 
Dependencies , the Wife Recuſant, ſhe tempts; 
the Church-Papiſt,he feeds and relevies; the cor- 
rupt Schoolmaſter he ſoweth tares, the Diſſemb- 
ler, he conformeth and doth not communicate. 

Therefore it any perſon, Man, or Woman, 
Wife, or Sole, above the age ot Sixteen years, 

not 


Profina- 
tions, 


* 


_ 


(6) 
not havitg ſome lawful excuſe , have not repal- 
red to Church according to the ſeveral Stztnres » 
the one for the Weekly, the other for the Month- 
ly repair, you are to preſent borh the offence , 
and the time how long ; Again, ſuch as maintain 
relieve, keep in Service of Livery, Recnfants, 
though themſelves be none , you are likewiſe 
to preſent ; for theſe are like the Roots of Net- 


* — tles » which ſting not themſelves, but bear and 


maintain the Ringing Leaves : So if any thar 
keepeth a Schoolmaſter thar comes not to 
Church, or is not allowed by the Biſhop , for 
that Infection may ſpread z for fo ſuch Recufancs 
as have been convited and conform”d, and have 
not received the Sacrament once a year, for that 
is the Touch-ſtone of their true Converfton ; 
and of thefe offences of Recufanrs , rake you 
eſpecial regard. Twelve Miles from Court is no 


- xegion for ſuch Subjes, In the Name of God, 


why ſhould not Twelve miles about the Kings 
Chair be as free from Papiſt Recuſants, as twelve 


- Miles from the City of Rowe , the Popes Chair 
- bs from Proteſtants. There are Hypocrites and 


Breach of 


Atheiſts , and ſo I fear there be amongſt us : But 
no open contempt of their Religion is endured. 
If there muſt be Recuſants, it were better they 
lucked in the Country , then here in the Boſome 
of the Kingdome. 

For matter of Diviſion and' Breach of. nnity , 
it 1s not withoue a myſtery , that Chrifts Coat 
had no Seam , nor no:more thould the Church, it 
it were poſſible. Therefore if any Miniſter re- 
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(7) 

fule the Book of Common Prayer, or wilfully 
ſwearveth in Divine Service, from that Book, or 
if any perſon whatſoever do ſcandalize that Book, 
or it any perſon whatſoever, do and ſpeak open- 
ly and maliciouſly in derogation. of it, ſuch men 

o but make a reat in the Garment, and ſuch are 
by you to be enquired of. Bur much morez{uch as 
are not only differing, bur in a ſort oppoſite unto 
it , by uſing a ſuperſtitious and corrupt form of 
Divine Service , I mean ſuch as ſay or hear 
Meſle, 

Theſe Offences which I have recited to you, 
are againſt the Service and Worſhip of God , 
there remain ewo which likewiſe pertain to the 
Diſhonour of God , the one , is the abuſe of his 
Name, by Perjury ; the other is, the adhearing 
to Gods declared Enemies, evil and out-caſt ſpi- 
rits by Conjuratioa and Witchcraft. 


For Perjury , it is hard to ſay whether it be perjury. 


more odious to God , or pernicious to man ; for 
an Oath,ſaith che Apoſtle, is the end of Contro-« 
verſies z if therefore that Boundary of Suits be 
taken away or miſ-let, where ſhall be the end 2 
Therefore you are to enquire of wiltul and cor- 
rupt perjury in any of the Kings Courts, yea, of 
the Court Barons and the like , and that as well 
of the Acors, as of the Procurers and Subborn- 


For- Wicchcraft, by the former Law it was not Conjurs- 
Death, except it were aRual and grofle of invo- 422306 
cation of evil Spirits , or making Coyenant with ca, 


them , or taking away Lite by Witchcraft: Buc 
now 


(8) 
now by an Act in his Majeſty's times, Charms and 
Sorceries in certain caſes of procuring of unlaw- 
ful love or Bodily hurt, and others, are made Fe- 
lony,the ſecond offence z the firſt being Impriſon- 
ment and Pillory. 

And here I do conclude my firſt part concer- 
ning Religion and Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes ; wherein 
it may be thought , that I do forget matters of 
Supremacyzor of Jeſuirs, and Seminaries, and 
the like , which are uſually ſorted with Cauſes of 
Religion: Bur I muſt have leave to dire my ſelf 
according to mine own perſwafion , which is,that 
whatſoever hath been ſaid or written onthe other 
fide ; All the late Statutes. which inflict capital 
punilhment upon Excollers of the Popes Supre- 
macyz Deniers of the Kings-Supremacy, Jeſaits 
and Seminaries, and other Offenders of that na- 
ture , have for their principal ſcope, not the 
puniſhment of the Error of Conſcience , but the 
repreſſing of the peril of the eſtate, This is the 
true Spirit of the Laws , and therefore 1 will 
place them under my ſecond Deviſion, which is of 
Offences which concern the King and his eſtate , 
to which now 1 come, 

Theſe Offences therefore reſpeR either the 
Safety of the Kings Perſon, or the Safety of his 
Eſtate and Kingdome , which though they can- 
not be diflevered in deed , yet they may be di- 
ſtinguifhed in ſpeech. Firſt then , if any have 
conſpired againſt the lite of the King ,, which 
God have in his cuſtody, or of the Queens Ma- 
jeſty , or of the moſt noble Prince their eldeſt 
Sonz 


(9) | 

Son z the very compaſſing and very imagination 
thereof is High Treaſon , if it can be proved by 
any fa& that is overt ; for in the caſe ot ſo 
ſuddain , dark, and pernicious , and peremptory 
attempts, it were too late for the Law to take a 
Blowe betore it gives, and this High Treaſon of 
all other is moſt heynous of which you ſhall en- 
quire , though 1 hope there be no cauſe, . 
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There is another capital offence that hath an P''vy 
affinity with this , whereof you here withia the _ 
Verge are moſt properly to enquire; the Kings 
Privy .Councel are as the principal Watch over 
the Safety of the King, (o as their Safety is a 
portion of his; it therefore any of the Kings 
Servants within his Chequer Roll ( for ro them 
only the Law extends) have conlpired the death 
of any the Kings Privy Councel ; this is Felony, 
and thereot you ſhall enquire, 


And fince we are now in that Branch of the g.,,.;... 
Kings Perſon. 1 will ſpeak alſo of the Kings ration o+ 
Perſon by repreſentation and the Treaſons which P**\95- 
touch the ſame. 
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The Kings Perſon and Authority is repreſen- 
ted in three things, in his Seals , in his Moneys , 
and in his principal Magiſtrates z it therefore any 
have counterfeiced , clipp'd, or ſcaled his mo- 
neys, or other moneys currant , this 15 high 
Treaſon 3 {0 ro kill certain great Officers or 
Judges ,. executing their Office, 

L | C We 


(0) 


Thefize, We will paſſe now to thoſe Treaſons , which - 
concern the ſafety of the Kings State , which 
are of three kinds anſwering to three perils which 
may happen to an eſtate ; theſe perils are Foreign 
Invaſions , open Rebellion , and Sedition , and 
privy praiſe , to alienate and eſtrange the 
hearts of the Subject , and to prepare them , ei- 
ther to adhear to enemies, or to burſt out into 
tumyules, and commotions of themſelves. 


aan Therefore if any perſon have ſollicited or pro- 
racRebel- cured any hraflen ions Forreigners , or if Ry 
have combined to raiſe and ſtir the People to Re- 
bellion within the Realm, theſe are high Trea- 
fons, tending to the overthrow of the State 
of this Common-wealth , and to be enquied 


ot. 


-Aliena> The third part of praQtice hath divers branches, 
tion of but one principal root in theſe our times , which 
is the vaſt and over-ſpreading ambition and ufur- 

pation of the/See of Rome z for the Pope of 

Rome is» according to his laſt challenge and pre- 
tences, become a Competitor and Corival with 

the King , for the hearts and allienations of che 
people, and to make them as Fuel ready to take 

fire upon any of his Commands, This is that 

yoke which this Kingdome hath happily caſt off, 

even at ſuch cime when the Popiſh Religion was 
nevertheleſle continued , and that divers States 

which are the Popes Vaſlalls do begin to ſhake - 
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If therefore any perſon have maintained and 3'Prem®: 
extolled the uſurped authority of the Biſhop of (cn, &+<. 
Rome , within the Kings Dominions, by writing, « #x cr. 
preaching, or deed, adviſedly , or dire&tly, and reſents, 
malicioufly. Or if any perſon have withdrawn ; 7c. 4. 
and reconciled any of the Kings Subjes from © F- 
their obedience,or any withdrawn and reconciled 
themſelves; or if any Subje& hath refuſed the ſe- 
cond timezto take theOath of Supremacy lawfu!- 
ly rendred; or if any Jeſuit or Seminary come and ,, ., _, 
abide within this Realm z theſe are by ſeveral 
Statutes made in caſes of Treaſon , the Law ac- 
counting theſe things as preparatives , and the 
ſecrer motions of ſeditions and revolts, theſe you 

. are to enquire both of the aRors, cc. receivers , 
maintainers , and concealers , gre, Traitors, as 
well as the principal ia ſome caſes ; ſome other, 
in miſpriſſions of Treaſon, and in fome other , 
Felony ;. as namely: , that of the. relieving ot - 
Jeſuits and Prieſts; the bringing in and diſperſing | 
of Agnms Det, croſfes, piftures, orfuch traſhy uy ve; 
is likewiſe przmunire , and fo is the Denial to 
take the Oath of Supremacy the firſt time. 


13£E c.2. 
23 El.c 1, 


And becauſe in the Diſpoſition of a State to ,,y;,e. 
troubles and perturbarions , Military men are 
moſt tickle and dangerouy ; therefore if any: of 
the Kings SubjeRs go over to ſerve in Forreign 
parts, and do not firſt endure the Touch, that 
is, take the Ozth 4 or it 'he have born office in 
any Army, and'do not _ into bond with Sure- 

2 ies + 
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(12) 
ties as is preſcribed , this is made Felony, and of 
{uch you ſhall enquire, 
Prophecies Laftly , becauſe the vulgar people are ſome- : 
times led with vain and fond Prophecies, it any | 
ſuch ſhall be publiſhed , to the end to move ftirs 
or tumults , this is not Felony , but puniſhed by 
a years Impriſonment , and loſle of goods; and 
of this alſo ſhall you enquire. 


You ſhall likewiſe underſtand that the eſcape 
of any priſoner committed for treaſon, is treaſon 
whereot you are likewiſe to enquire. 
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The peo- _ , Now come Ito the third part of my Diviſion, 
plecapiral: thatis, thoſe offences which concern the Kings 
\ people , and are capital, which nevertheleſle, 
| the Law tearms offences againſt the Crown , in 
'Þ reſpe& of the ProteRion that the King hath of 
_- His People, and the intereſt he hath in them and 
their welfare z for touch them touch the King z 
| theſe offences are of three natures: The firſt 
El concerneth the preſervation of their lives z the 
ff ſecond of honour and honeſty of their perſons 

| | and Families; and the third of their ſubſtance. 
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[ Life, Fiſt for life 3 I muſt ſay unto you in general , 
that Life is grown ſo cheap in theſe times , it is 
{et at the price of words , and every petty ſcora 
and diſgrace , can have no other reparation,, nay 
ſo many mens lives are taken away with impu- 
nity, that. the very life of the Law is almoſt ta- 


ken 
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(13) , 
ken away with the execution 3 and therefore 
chough we cannot reſtore the life of thoſe men 
chat are ſlain , yet I pray let usreſtore the Law 
to her life , by proceeding with due ſeverity 2- 
gainſt the Offenders ; and moſt ſpecially this plot 
of ground , which is the Kings Carpet, ought 
4 not to be ſtained with blood , crying ia the Ears 
of God and the King ; it is true nevertheleſle , 
% that the Law does make divers juſt differences of 
Life taken away ; bur yet no ſuch differences as 
che wanton humors and. braveries of men, have 


bk ] 

under a reverend name of honour and reputation 
|; invented. 

1 


The higheſt degree is where ſuch a one is kil- 

led, unto whom the Offender did bear Faith and 

F Obedience ; as thz Servant to the Maſter, the 

4 Wife to the Husband , the Clerk tothe Prelate z 

and I ſhall ever add, for ſo 1 conceive of the 

Law, the child to to the Father or Mother, and 
this the Law tearmeth petty Treaſon. 


The ſecond is, where a man is {lain upon fore- 
thought Malice , which the Law tearms Maur- 
ther, and it is an offence horrible and odious, and 
cannot be blanched , nor made fair but toul. 


| The third is, where a man is killed upon a ſud- 
= dainheat or affray, whereunto the Law gives 
3 \{ſomelittle favour, becauſe a man in fury is not 
1 himſelf, 1rafwor brevis , wrath is a ſhort mad- 1 74c.c.8. 
= nels; andthe Wiſdome of Law in His Majeſties 


*|me 


(14) | 
time hath made. a ſubdivifionof the ſtab given, 
where the party ſtabbed is out of defence, and 
bad not giventhe firſt Blowe, from other Man- 
f2ughters. 


The fourth degree , is that of killing a man in 
the parties own. defence, or by miſadventure , 
which though they be not Felonies , yet never- 
thelefle the Law doth not ſuffer them ro go un- 

unithed 3 becauſe it doth. kindle ſparks of a 
bloody mind in the one, and defence up the 9- 
ther. 


And the fifth is , where the Law doth admit 
Fortification y not by Plea, for a man may not 
(that ſheddeth blood) juſtify the fact with plead- 
ing Non-guilty ; the caſe is found by verdict, be- 
ing diſcloſed upon the evidence, as where a man 
in the Kings high way and peace is aſlailed to be 
murthered or robb'd , or when a man defending 
his houſe, which is his Caſtle, againſt unlawful 
violence z or when a Sheriff or Miniſter of Juſtice, 
is reſiſted in the execution of his office; or when” 
the Patient dyeth in the Chyrurgions hands,upon 
cutting or otherwiſe , for theſe caſes the Lai 
doth priviledge , becauſe of che neceſlity , and 
becauſe of the innocency of the intention. 


Thus much for the death of man, of which 


caſes you are to enquire , together with the ac: 
ce{lories before and after the FaR, 


For 


; | 
r . 
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For the ſecond kind which concerns the ho- Honeſty 
naur and chaſtneſle ot perſons and families z you * =: 
are to enquire of the raviſhnent of Women, of 
the taking of Women out of the poſleſſion of 
their Parents or Guardians againſt their will , or 
maryiag orabufing them , or doable marying, , -... 
where there was not firſt ſeven years abſence,and 
nc notice that the party ſo abſent was alive, and 
other Felonies agaiaſt che honeſty of lite. 


For the third kind , which concerneth mens 
ſubſtance , you ſhall inquire of Burglaries, Rob. 
beries, Cutting of Purſes, and taking of any 
thing trom the perſon; and generally all other 
ſtealths , aſwell ſuch as are plain as choſe that are 
diſguiſed , whereof I will by and by ſpeak : But 
firſt I muſt require you to ule diligence in preſen- 
ting ſpecially thoſe purloynings and imberill- 
ments, which are of plate , veſlels, or whatſo- 
ever within the Kings houſe, The Kings Houſe 
is an open place , it ought to be kept ſate by 
Law, and not by Lock, ani theretore neederh 


the more ſeverity. 

Now for coloured or diſguiſed robberies , I 235.1.4r- 
will n1me ewo or three of them; the Purveyor Sen. 4 
that takes without warrant, two or three of them 3* Ec. 4. 
1: 90 better tlien a Thief, and it is Felony ; the vr 
ſ-rvant that kith the kezping of His Majeſties : 
Goods , and goeth away with them , chough he 
C110 to the polleſſon of them lawfully, ir - Fe- 

ony, 
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The people” 


not Capital, 


I, 


(16) | 
lony. Of theſe you ſhall likewiſe enquire, prin- 
cipal and acceſlaries ; the voluntary eſcape of a 
Felonis alſo Felony, 


For the laſt part, which is of Offences concer- 
ning the people not capital , there are many, But 


'1ſeleR only {uch'as I think ficteſt to be remem- 


bred unto you, till dividing to give you the bet- 
ter light , they are of three Natures. 


The ficſt , is matter of force and outrage. 
The ſecond matter of fraud and deceipt, 


The third, Breach and inobſervance of certain 
wholſome , and politick , Laws , for Govern- 
ment. 


For the firſt, you ſhall enquire of Riots and 
unlawtul Aſſemblies, of forcible entries, and de- 
eainers with force ; and properly all aſſaults of 
ſtriking, drawing weapon or other violence, with- 
inthe Kiogs houſe , and the precinds thereot: 
for the Kings houſe , from whence examples of 
peace ſhould flowe, in the fartheſt parts of the 
Kingdome , as the ointment of Aarons head to 
the skirts of his garment , ought to be ſacred 


; andinviolate from force and brawls, a(well in re- 


'  ſpeRof reverence to the place , as in reſpe& of 


danger and greater trouble, and of all example 
ro the whoie Kingdome ; and therefore in that 
place all ſhould be full of peace, order , regard, 
forbearance , and ſilence, | Beſides 


= a 2 
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Beſides open force , there is a kind of force 
that commeth with an open and armed hand, but 
diſguiſed, that is, no lefle hateful and hurttul,and 
that is,abuſe and oppreſhon by authority, 


And therefore you ſhall enquire of all Extar- 
tions in Officers , and Miniſters z as Sheriffs, Bai- 
-liffs of hundred , Eſcheators , Coroners, Con- 
J ſtables, Ordinaries, and other z who by colour , 
| of Office do pole the people, 


_—OOI” - RS 


: For frauds and deceipts , I do chiefly com- 
mend to your care, the frauds and deceipts in 
that which is the chief means af all juſt contract 
\ and permutation,which is, Weights and Meaſures, 
wherein , although God hath pronounced, that a 
falſe weight is an abomination , yer the abuſe is 
ſo common and ſo general, I mean of Weights, 
| and I ſpeak upon knowledge and late examina- 
£ tion, that if one were to build a Church, he , 
ſhould need but falſeWeights,and not ſeek them 
far off, the Bills or Piles of Braſſe to make the 
Bells, and the.Weight of Lead to make the Bat- 
tlements : And herein you are to make ſpecial en- 
quiry 4 whether the Clerk of the Market within 
the Verge, to whom properly it appertains, have 
done his duty, 


For Nulſances and Grievances, I will for the Nuſan ce. 
preſent only ſingle oat ne » That you preſenc 
the 


(18) 

the decayes of High-ways and Bridges ; for 
where the Majeſty of a Kings Houle draws re- 
courſe and accefle, it is both diſgraceful ro the 
King, and alſo difeaſeful ro the people , if rhe 
ways near about be not fair anJ good ; wherein it 
is ſtrange ro ſee the chargeable Pavement and 
Cawleys in the entrances 'of Towns abroad be- 
yond the Seas , whereas London , the ſecond 
City,at the-leaſt,of Europezin glory, 11 greatneſs, 
and in wealth , cannot be diſcerned by the fair- 
neſſe ct the wayes , though a little perhaps by 
the Broadnefle of them from a Village, 


Breach of For the laſt part , becauſe I paſle theſe things 
Nurs. over briefly, I* will make mention to you of 


three Laws. 
I. The one concerning the Kings pleaſure. 
2, The ſecond , concerning the peoples food, 


3. Andthethird , concerning Wates and Mang- 
faQures. 


Kings You ſhall therefore enquire of the unlawful 
Pleaſure, taking of Partridges, and Pheaſants, or Fowle , 
the detration of the Eggs of the ſaid Wild- 
fowl, the killing of Hares or Deer , and the 
ſtealing of Veniſon , or Hares : tor that which 
6 for exerciſe , and ſport , andconrtefie, ſhould 
not be turned to Gluttony and Sale ViRu- 


al, 
You 
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You ſhall alſo enquire whether Bakers , and. Food. 


Brewers keep their Aſhze , and whether aſwell 
they, as Butchers, Inn-holders, and ViQuuallers, 
do fell that which is wholſome , and at reaſona- 
ble prices; and whether they do link and combine 
to raiſe prices. 


Laſtly , you ſhall enquire whether the good yanuaa- 
Statute be oblerved, whereby a man may have wc. 


that he thinketh he hath , and not be abuſed or 


miſlerved in that he buyes : I mean, the Statute ; z1x,c.4, 


that requireth that none uſe any mannual occupa- 
tion, bar ſuch as have been ſeven years Appren- 
tice to it » which Law being generally tranſgreſ- 
ſed , makes the people buy in effet Chaff for 
Corn, for that which is milwronght will miſwear, 


There be many more things inquire- 
able by you, throughout all the former 
parts, which it were over-long in parti- 
cularto recite; you may be ſupplyed 
either out of your own experience, or 
out of ſuch Bills and Informations as 
ſhall be brought unto you, or upon any 
queſtion that you ſhall demand of the 
Court , which will be ready to give you 


any further direction, as far as it 1s fit;: 
But 


(20) 

But theſe which I have gone through 
are the principal points of your charge, 
which to preſent , you have taken the 
Name of GOD to witneſle ; and in the 
Name of GOD perform it. 


Dix:. 
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